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ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

John 2:13-22 

Jesus Clears the Temple Courts 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In 

the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting 

at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from 

the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these 

out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples 

remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your 

authority to do all this?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to 

raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed 

the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Somewhere in downtown Detroit there stands a massive train station. Eighteen stories 

tall, Michigan Central Station stands like a temple. It stands like a monument to the 

greatness Detroit once had. Beginning in 1913, millions of people passed through that 

train station on their way to jobs in Detroit’s automobile plants.  
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But as car manufacturing slumped, the 

local economy of Detroit collapsed. Fewer 

and fewer people passed through that 

train station, until it was finally closed in 

1988. After that, the train station was 

practically abandoned. A barbed-wire 

fence had to be placed around it to keep 

out trespassers, vandals, and scrappers. Its 1000-plus windows were either punched out 

or shattered. It became one of the worst eyesores in Detroit.  

 

Today, Michigan Central Station stands like a monument to Detroit’s past greatness 

and to its long painful fall into economic depression. Recently, the people who own 

the train station announced plans to replace those 1000-plus windows. That’s all 

they’ve said. In the past there was talk of turning the train station into a casino or a 

trade center, but nothing ever happened. And nothing more has been said about 

those ideas, even now. There is only talk of replacing the windows, not refurbishing the 

inside which is still gutted and a mess. Considering Detroit’s current economic 

problems, spending money just to replace the building’s windows hardly makes sense. 

 

It is important to use good sense. Congregations like ours depend on the use of good 

sense. And Immanuel has been so blessed in making the most of what we have. Our 

partnership with Harvesters makes good sense, because it allows us to buy food for our 

Food Pantry at a much lower cost than if we bought it on our own. This enables us to 

give out far more food than we would be able to otherwise. Looking back on the 

events of this past week, we used good sense in how we prepared for Jim Scott’s 

memorial service, and for the visitation that occurred before the service, and for the 

luncheon after the service. We are grateful to God that we were able to minister so 

well to Karla and to so many family members and friends who were our guests here on 

Tuesday. 

 

But can there be other times when a good sense approach to ministry is not the best 

approach?  
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We have been taught from our Sunday School days that Jesus cleared the temple of 

the animals and the merchants, because those things had no business being there in 

the house of God. Yet, the temple authorities probably had no idea that they were 

doing anything wrong. To them, they had simply used good sense. It was God who 

required animal sacrifices. It was God who commanded that there be no carved, no 

graven images, no idols in the temple. At certain times the Jews had to bring animals 

to the temple to be sacrificed to God. And if they brought coin offerings, they could 

not bring Roman coins that bore the image of Caesar, because in the rest of the 

empire Caesar was worshiped like an idol. Now, visitors to the temple could have 

brought with them the right coins and their own animals. But many of the Jews in those 

days lived in foreign countries. How could they have the right coins and how could 

they bring their own animals? To the temple authorities it only made good sense to 

make the right coins and the sacrifice animals available in the largest, most easily 

accessible place to the temple. Right outside the temple in the outer court of the 

temple. The temple itself was not being defiled. The required sacrifices were being 

made. The appropriate coins were going into the offering plates. Surely God must be 

pleased. They had no idea that He wasn’t. 

 

If God, God’s Son had merely entered the temple courts that day and preached that 

the animals and moneychangers didn’t belong in the outer court of His Father’s house, 

we ourselves would probably not get how displeased God was. But overturning tables, 

spilling coins, and chasing after the merchants with a homemade whip tells us Jesus 

was very angry with the good sense approach of putting the moneychangers and the 

animal sellers in the outer court of the temple. 

 

Why so awfully angry? Why did Jesus behave in a way that was so out-of-character for 

Him? Matthew, Mark, and Luke also recount the clearing of the temple. And they 

quote Jesus as saying, “My house will be a house of prayer, but you have made it a 

den of robbers.” The first part of that sentence is a quote from Isaiah 56:7, but only 

Mark includes three words that are part of the quote from Isaiah 56:7. 

 

In Mark 11:17, Jesus says, “My house will be a house of prayer for all nations, but you 

have made it a den of robbers.” A house of prayer for all nations. But the nations, 

those folks who are not Jewish, could pray only in the outer court of the temple. Signs 
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were posted everywhere that said Gentiles were forbidden to enter the temple 

proper, like there was some sort of invisible dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles.  

 

If Gentiles came to the temple to pray or to hear God’s Word preached they could 

come in only as far as the outer court, where there was chaos: the bleating of sheep, 

the lowing of oxen, the calling out of exchange rates by competing moneychangers. 

The temple authorities’ approach for helping Jews worship at the temple made sense. 

It made sense to them. It may have never occurred to them that their good sense 

approach was making it impossible for the nations to worship there. It did not occur to 

them that they were preventing the temple from being a house of prayer for all 

nations.  

 

Shouldn’t Immanuel be a house of prayer for all nations? Shouldn’t all of our Lutheran 

congregations be houses of prayer for all nations? Yet, here is one instance where our 

good sense might actually be a curse rather than a blessing. We Lutherans are white. 

So, it only makes sense that our primary outreach be to white folks. We Lutherans are 

middle class. So, it only makes sense to let our primary outreach be to middle class 

folks.  It only makes sense that in all that we do to help people join us for worship that 

our main concern would be to make sure that white middle class folks are the ones 

who feel comfortable with our worship. After all, we Lutherans are not so good at 

reaching black people and brown people and the working class poor. Good sense 

tells us who we should be reaching out to and where we should be putting our energy 

and time.  In this instance we follow our good sense often without realizing that’s what 

we’re doing and that it’s wrong. Zero excuses wrong. Tables overturning wrong. Being 

chased by Jesus with a homemade whip wrong. 

 

Jesus does not always agree with us with regards to what makes sense. It does not 

make sense that Jesus would be on a roll chasing after us sinners with a whip, then 

suddenly stop and hand the whip to sinners. But that’s what He did. When the temple 

authorities asked to see Jesus’ credentials, asked for a sign of His authority to clear the 

temple, He said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Jesus would 

allow these same temple authorities to beat Him in the judgment chambers of 

Caiaphas and send Him to His death. There is nothing about that that makes good 

sense. That Jesus would allow our sins of good sense to beat Him and destroy the 
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temple of His body.  So that our Lamb of sacrifice He would become, our blame He 

would bear, our welts He would receive on His back, our shame He would feel on His 

face and in His heart.  

 

All so that His being raised up in three days we would receive on the Last Day, so that 

His being raised up in three days we would already now feel on our faces and feel in 

our hearts. A being raised up. A new passion welling up inside of us. A new zeal for 

God’s house and for what happens in it growing inside of us. A being raised up to a 

new passion and a new zeal for God’s house to become a house of prayer for the 

nations. 

 

Especially here at Immanuel. Located right where there has been an invisible dividing 

wall for decades. Two blocks east of the avenue, the very avenue that was used to 

keep black people away from white people. What better place is there for Jesus, the 

Lamb of God, to raise up His people to say with passion and zeal, “Let the wall be torn 

down here!! Right here at Immanuel!” What better place is there for Jesus, the Lamb of 

God, to raise up His people and with passion and zeal to make this African-American 

neighborhood our primary outreach so that someday, when guests come to visit, 

Immanuel will no longer look like the typical TV show: all white people with a couple of 

token African-Americans. But will truly be an integrated congregation. So that when 

young white people come to visit they will actually see what God’s Word is talking 

about when it speaks of a house of prayer for all nations, and they will catch the vision 

of what John saw when he saw God’s people gathered around the throne of God 

and around the Lamb and he saw there folks “from every tribe and every language 

and every people and every nation.” (Revelation 7:9) 

 

Amen.    


